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LETTERS 
John Preston to Francis Preston 

D r Brother, 

We have poured in a torrent of Letters upon you which to 
answer will take you a few days. I believe every person who 
writes you wishes an answer from you. I believe the chief part 
of them are on the subject of friendship and least I should fall 
into the same style I'll confine mine to business. 

The Court of Montgomery being altered last session from the 
fourth to the first Tuesday in each month brings on the election 
sooner in April than was expected, this circumstance will compel 
you to leave Williamsburgh shortly, as you must if you expect to be 
elected, certainly be present when you are polled for. If you are 
not quite so perfect in your studies as you could wish you might 
go back immediately after the election and continue as long as 
you thought necessary. I'm anxious you should be present as I 
have made many promises already. I have pledged myself that 
nothing but sickness or some unforeseen accident will prevent 
you. I shall about the 20th of next month send a horse to Rich- 
mond for you, and my waggon can bring up anything you have. 
Johnny Smith will then be in the City & this boy will bring any 
light cloathes you want, tis he that takes the Horse down for you 
& will accompany you up, also give a full account of anything 
you are already desirous of hearing. 

If you really wish to be elected & will put yourself to some 
trouble I think you may have it done. Col Cloyd's popularity is 
much hurt owing to his opposing a division of the County, yet 
he offers, but if opposed in the smallest degree will fail. Capt. 
Sayers declines offering & is your friend, so is Col Cloyd. Col 
Trigg will never serve again tho he should be chosen. Cap' Evans 
will stand a poll but is not eligible, he has been a deputy sheriff 
within a year passed. A Col Ward is talked of, who is a very 
clever fellow, tho' little known, & will not put himself to any trou- 
ble to acquaint the people of him. So that you see you stand fairer 
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for the representation than ever you did, or perhaps if you fail now, 
ever will, therefore I'll advise you under every difficulty to be pres- 
ent, in which I'll assist you all that lies in my power. Be at Rich- 
mond by the 20th of March at the furthest fully ready to leave it 
for Montgomery. You ought to prepare a political speech & de- 
liver it to them, if it should consist of froth only it will please, but 
let it touch on the principals of government, the office of a repre- 
sentative &c, how amenable he is to the people for his conduct & 
submit yourself to them alone. The division of the County is the 
main object among them therefore tho' it should be contrary to 
your opinion you must be for it. 

Many other things you will be obliged to do to make yourself 
agreeable, tho' not pleasing to you. I'll inform you what they are 
when you arrive, which will be time enough. 

Remember me to James Breckenridge & Brown & tell them I 
wish to hear from them, but cannot write till they give me a 
subject to go upon, which, if they neglect to do will deprive me of 
the happiness of writing, as my Genius is so drained that I cannot 
start anything worth their consideration. No news from the 
westward. Congress, it is reported, is about to raise a great army, 
for what purpose I do not know. 

I am with true affection. 



Your brother, 



(Addressed) M r Francis Preston, 
Williamsburgh. 



J. Preston, 
Smithfield. 

Feb y 17 th 1787. 



NOTE. — These two brothers in the letter above were General John 
Preston and General Francis Preston, sons of Colonel William Preston, 
of "Greenfield," Botetourt County, Virginia. General Francis Preston 
was born August 2, 1765, studied law at William and Mary College under 
George Wythe, (1787), practiced his profession, served in the Legislature 
and Congress, and became Major General of militia, dying May 25, 1835. 
He married Sarah Campbell, daughter of Colonel William Campbell, of 
King's Mountain fame, and was father of William C. Preston and John S. 
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Preston, both distinguished orators and public men. James Breckenridge 
(1763-1833) State legislator, congressman (brother of John Breckenridge of 
Kentucky), to whom John Preston refers in his letter was a son of Robert 
Breckenridge and Letitia Preston, aunt of Francis Preston. He (James 
Breckenridge) was a student of Law of the College under Judge Wythe. 
"Brown," named in the letter must have been a Law student. He was proba- 
bly John Brown (1757-1837) U. S. Senator, &c, who was a son of Rev. John 
Brown and Margaret Preston, another aunt of Francis Preston. If this 
was the case, Brown had returned to College, since he is known to have 
been here in 1779-1780. See Letters of John Brown Quarterly, IX., 
18-23, 75-85. 

Gov. Wilson Cary Nicholas to A. J. Dallas 

Warren, May 10, 1815. 
My dear Sir, 

I am really ashamed & distressed to withdraw your attention 
for a moment from the mighty public concerns of the two most 
important departments of the government. I rely upon your good- 
ness and, flattering self, I may say upon your friendship, for my 
apology. I fear from the manner in which you express yourself 
that I do not believe there is much probability of your being able 
to effect a loan for me upon the terms I offer. I fear I did not 
express myself clearly. I gave the choice of 8 per cent or the 
Bank dividend. If money should become more valuable, if the 
lender should take the Bank Dividend, he will be sure to receive 
a higher premium which makes it better for him than to purchase 
stock because he will receive it upon the par, instead of the par 
& the advance above par, which he would have to pay if he was 
to purchase stock. 

These things money lenders understand better than I do. I 
wish only to add upon this subject that if you can effect such a 
negotiation you will greatly oblige & serve me, & it is very impor- 
tant I should know in the course of this month. I will be in 
Richmond by the 20 th Instant & I beg the favour of you to write 
to me at that place as soon after that time as you can make it 
convenient. I enclose a letter for the Secretary of the Navy 
applying for a warrant for my son John as you advised, which 
you will be pleased to have delivered & I beg the favour of you 
to give him your aid. 
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You ask me what I think of the restoration of Bonaparte, 
I should say miracles will never cease if I was to yield to first 
impressions, but reflecting will say that the late revolution is not 
so extraordinary as that of the last year. We then witnessed 
the first general of the age, sovereign of the most powerful, war- 
like and proud nation in Europe, with his nation, yield to their 
foes, almost without an effort to resist them. We saw a feeble con- 
temned & hated race of princes and nobles, restored to the throne 
& their privileges, & the proudest and most ambitious of mortals 
bartering his power, glory, diadems, wife & child, for security to 
his person & a beggarly subsistance. These were astonishing 
events. That Bonaparte shou'd put his life to hazard to regain 
what he lost, ought to have been expected. That the French 
people & particularly his own officers & soldiers would second him, 
ought to have been foreseen by the dotards at Vienna, who were 
disposing of nations with as little ceremony as we do of our 
farms, while the train was laying that which may possibly end in 
their ruin. When the Prince regent was exhibiting sham battles 
upon the serpentine river, Jonathan was mauling his subjects 
on this side of the Atlantic with the most deadly blows, and 
while the hereditary princes of the Continent were amusing them- 
selves with titles and tournaments, the upstart Bonaparte with 
the aid of his vulgar & low born friends in France were planning 
their destruction. This will teach those who evidently & fool- 
ishly believe they have a divine right to govern, that some atten- 
tion must be paid to the wishes, the interest and even the preju- 
dices of the people of any country. There was much in the 
former government of Bonaparte to make the people of France 
dissatisfied with it, but that picking war not strong enough to 
induce them to submit to every species of degradation & humilia- 
tion, to get rid of him. When the integrity of the Empire & the 
glory of the great nation were identified with his restoration he 
became the rallying point for every real Frenchman. It was then 
demonstrated that the attachment to character, glory and national 
independence were stronger passions than the love of ease and the 
hatred of conscriptions. 
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The restoration of Bonaparte will most probably cause a re- 
newal of war in Europe. Old animosities, recent mortifications & 
the important countries in Europe that are to be disposed of 
forbid the expectation of peace. 

How will this affect us? If we are wise, I think we have no- 
thing to fear from it, and have only to let it be distinctly under- 
stood that we will not submit to wrongs from either belligerent & 
that we take no part in their quarrels farther than they may make 
it necessary to defend our rights. To convince them it is our 
determination to do this, we must keep ourselves in armour. There 
are no other means of enforcing respect but an adequate land 
and naval force that can be employed at a moment's warning. 
These it is true will cost money, but it will be money well laid 
out and in the end will save both blood and treasure. 

I am, my dear sir, 

With the greatest respect & 

regard your hum. Serv., 

W. C. Nicholas. 
[Addressed] A. J. Dallas, Esqr., 

Washington. 

NOTE. — -Wilson Cary Nicholas was born in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
January 31, 1761, son of Robert Carter Nicholas, the distinguished Treas- 
urer of the Colony. He studied Law at William and Mary in 1779. repre- 
sented Albemarle County for many years in the Legislature, was Senator 
of the United States, was governor (Dec. 1, 1814 — Dec. 1, 1816). He 
died at "Tufton," the residence of his son-in-law Thomas Jefferson 
Randolph, Albemarle County, Virginia, Oct. 10, 1820. 



